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ABOUT

Our Money seeks to build a diverse, bi-partisan movement that
endeavors to change the way we think about money to address
issues of poverty, wealth concentration, unemployment, affordable
housing, health care, public education, the climate crisis, and
household debt.

OUR VISION
We strive to have an economy in which an improved public
understanding of money allows the public to assert democratic
power in order to unlock our economy’s untapped potential for
sustainable human flourishing and widely shared prosperity.

OUR MISSION
To educate the public about money creation and empower the
public to support, and advocate for, progressive policies to end
economic disparities.
To minimize our reliance on private borrowing by providing more
robust funding proposals for public priorities. Impose the burden
of checking inflation on the financial sector by limiting money
creation through private lending to public interest uses.
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THE PROBLEM
In the current money system:
Much of what we think of and use as money is created by banks and
other financial institutions when they make loans.
Our over-reliance on private credit to furnish the economy with a
money supply causes an array of negative effects such as high
household debt levels, increasing concentration of wealth in the
financial sector, and greater difficulty paying the bills for the general
public. It also significantly and needlessly restrains resources to
attend to public priorities, such as education, healthcare, the
environment, and infrastructure.

HOW ARE WE GOING TO PAY FOR IT?
When introducing public spending proposals, the question is
invariably asked: How are we going to pay for it? The government
does not operate like a household. It does not have to save in order
to spend, or get preauthorization like the public. It also does not
need to generate revenue through taxation or borrowing in order to
spend. Congress passes a budget, and through appropriations
process, government authorization to spend is triggered. It is not
about HOW will we pay, but WHO will pay.
The real constraints on spending are the availability of real resources
and the need to maintain price stability. This insight challenges us to
shift the way we think about fiscal policy, making the question, ‘How
are we going to pay for it?’ obsolete in the context of federal
spending.
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THE ISSUES

DEMOCRATIC
EROSION

ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/
democracy

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/
the-environment

PRIVATE
DEBT

INEQUALITY

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/
inequality

RECESSIONS &
CRISES

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/
private-debt

THE TAX DEBATE

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/
recessions-and-crises

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/taxes-andpublic-spending

UNEMPLOYMENT

https://www.ourmoneyus.org/
jobs-and-businesses
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PROPOSALS WE SUPPORT
A Federal Jobs Guarantee is a federally
funded, locally administered program
which offers a living wage and full benefits
to everyone in need of a job, and helps
eliminate poverty-wage employment.

FEDERAL
JOBS
GUARANTEE
(FJG)

Free Public College would allow students
to attend a two-year or four-year public
college without paying any tuition or fees,
an education cost which has impacted such
things as homeownership for borrowers.

FREE PUBLIC
COLLEGE

Medicare for All would provide Americans
access to high-quality, comprehensive

MEDICARE
FOR ALL

health care, including medical, vision,
dental, hearing, and reproductive care, with
the freedom to choose providers and not
be restricted by networks.
The Green New Deal seeks to achieve netzero greenhouse gas emissions, create-high
wage jobs, invest in infrastructure, promote
justice and equity, and ensure equal access
to such things as clean water, healthy food,

GREEN
NEW DEAL
(GND)

and a sustainable environment,
** Our campaign is ultimately aimed at alerting the public to the full extent of the public
capacity to responsibly attend to public priorities via federal spending. However, federal
spending can be allocated at the state and local levels by Congress.
For instance, the Federal Job Guarantee would be administered by state and local
governments. They would put job seekers to work attending to local public priorities and bill it
to the federal government. Similarly, the Green New Deal would entail infrastructure
improvements across the country.
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THE SOLUTION
Reduce our reliance on private lending and encourage public spending.
There are a variety of ambitious public spending proposals on the table
to address our economic challenges, from a job guarantee and a basic
income, to middle class tax cuts, Medicare for all, and free public
college, to a green new deal. These proposals, or some combination of
them, are the basis of a renovated economic model that brings
sustainable, broad-based prosperity to our economy.

WHAT OUR MONEY IS DOING
Meeting with elected officials to educate them on the importance of
public spending over private lending.
Bringing awareness to the public through such forums as
informational sessions, marches, and Op-Eds.
Petitioning the Congressional Research Service (CRS) to assess the
validity of a series of claims related to public money, creation, the
nature of deficit spending and the federal debt, the nature of bank
money creation, and approaches to controlling inflation.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Go to www.ourmoneyus.org to educate yourself on how our money
system works and share with your friends.
Urge your congress members to support proposals that encourage
public spending, such as a Federal Jobs Guarantee, Free Public
College, Medicare for All, and The Green New Deal.
Vote for political candidates who support these proposals.
Partner with Our Money to mainstream our core concepts by having
your office/organization/ministry adopt a resolution on economic
progress that relates to public spending and your mission.
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CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE
Register at www.ourmoneyus.org/signup to stay informed on the campaign
Visit the Our Money Academy

SEE

Learn why money is valuable
and how banks create it.

Test your skills!

Read our position paper
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FAQ
https://www.ourmoneyus.org/faq
Monetary sovereignty refers to the extent to which a
government can fund expenditures through the issuance of

WHAT
IS
MONETARY
SOVEREIGNTY?

its own currency. The U.S. is fully monetarily sovereign in
that it has its own currency, debts are denominated in that
currency, and the currency is unbound by any obligations to
maintain a fixed exchange rate, whether with a commodity
like gold or other currencies. The only constraint on
spending is the availability of real resources and the
commitment to avoiding excessive inflation.

Typically, deficit spending actually helps the economy.
Deficit spending occurs when the government's spending
exceeds its revenue during a given year. This form of
spending can be used to stimulate the economy by
spending money where we need it the most, on things

IS
DEFICIT
SPENDING
IRRESPONSIBLE?

such as jobs, healthcare, education, and infrastructure.

Taxes give money its value by creating demand for the

DO WE NEED
TO INCREASE
TAXES IN ORDER
TO FUND FEDERAL
SPENDING?

currency. They also help guard against inflation by
removing money from the economy, and can be used to
(dis)Incentivize behaviors, They should not be thought of as
providing the government with revenue to spend because
the government, as currency issuer, does not need tax
revenue in order to spend.

“Our Money” refers to our belief in the importance of
recognizing that the money created by the government as
well as by banks and other private financial institutions is
fundamentally public in nature and therefore, our money.
This is the basis of what we see as the strongest political
and moral justification for asserting public control over the

WHERE DOES
THE NAME
“OUR MONEY”
COME FROM?

power of money creation -- if it is our money, we should be
able to say how it is allocated.
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